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Results are based on telephone interviews conducted November 9-12, 2012 with a random sample of –1,009—

adults, aged 18+, living in all 50 U.S. states and the District of Columbia.     

 

For results based on the total sample of national adults, one can say with 95% confidence that the margin of 

error is ±3 percentage points. 

 

Interviews are conducted with respondents on landline telephones and cellular phones, with interviews 

conducted in Spanish for respondents who are primarily Spanish-speaking.   Each sample includes a minimum 

quota of 400 cell phone respondents and 600 landline respondents per 1,000 respondents, with additional 

minimum quotas among landline respondents by region.  Landline numbers are chosen at random among listed 

telephone numbers, cell phone numbers are selected using random-



11. How important is it that President Obama accomplish each of the following during his second term as 

president—extremely important, very important, somewhat important, not too important or not important at 

all.  How about—[RANDOM ORDER]? 

 

2012 Nov 9-12 

(sorted by “Extremely important”) 

Extremely 

important 

Extremely+ 

Very important 

   

Take major steps to restore a strong economy and job market 56 95 

Prevent Iran from developing a nuclear weapon 44 79 

Take major steps to ensure the long-term stability of Social 

Security and Medicare 
43 88 

Make college education more affordable 33 74 

Significantly reduce U.S. dependence on oil, gas and coal 32 74 

Make major cuts in federal spending 32 72 

Simplify the tax code to lower rates and eliminate deductions 

and loopholes 
29 70 

Stop illegal immigration into the U.S. 26 62 

Increase taxes on those with household incomes above 

$250,000  
19 47 

Take major steps to address global warming 19 51 

Provide a path to citizenship for illegal immigrants living in 

the U.S. 
12 37 

Make major cuts in military and defense spending 10 30 

   

  

 FULL RESULTS: 

 

 A. Take major steps to restore a strong economy and job market 

   

 Extremely 

important 

Very 

important 

Somewhat 

important 

Not too 

important 

Not at all  

important 

No  

opinion 

       

2012 Nov 9-12 56 39 4 * 1 * 

 

 B.  Prevent Iran from developing a nuclear weapon 

  

 Extremely 

important 

Very 

important 

Somewhat 

important 

Not too 

important 

Not at all  

important 

No  

opinion 

     



Q.11 (IMPORTANCE OF PRIORITIES) CONTINUED 

 

 D. Provide a path to citizenship for illegal immigrants living in the U.S. 

  

 Extremely 

important 

Very 

important 

Somewhat 

important 

Not too 

important 

Not at all  

important 

No  

opinion 

       

2012 Nov 9-12 12 25 33 15 14 1 

 

 

 E. Stop illegal immigration into the U.S. 

  

 Extremely 

important 

Very 

important 

Somewhat 

important 

Not too 

important 

Not at all  

important 

No  

opinion 

       

2012 Nov 9-12 26 36 24 9 5 * 

 

 

 F. Simplify the tax code to lower rates and eliminate deductions and loopholes 

   

 Extremely 

important 

Very 

important 

Somewhat 

important 

Not too 

important 

Not at all  

important 

No  

opinion 

       

2012 Nov 9-12 29 41 23 4 2 2 

 

 

 G. Make major cuts in military and defense spending 

  

 Extremely 

important 

Very 

important 

Somewhat 

important 

Not too 

important 

Not at all  

important 

No  

opinion 

       

2012 Nov 9-12 10 20 29 18 21 4 

 

 

 H. Take major steps to address global warming 

  

  Extremely 

important 

Very 

important 

Somewhat 

important 

Not too 

important 

Not at all  



Q.11 (IMPORTANCE OF PRIORITIES) CONTINUED 

 

 J.  Make major cuts in federal spending 

  

 Extremely 

important 

Very 

important 

Somewhat 

important 

Not too 

important 

Not at all  

important 

No  

opinion 

       

2012 Nov 9-12 32 40 20 4 2 2 

 

 

 K. Take major steps to ensure the long-term stability of Social Security and Medicare 

  

 Extremely 

important 

Very 

important 

Somewhat 

important 

Not too 

important 

Not at all  

important 

No  

opinion 

       

2012 Nov 9-12 43 45 10 1 1 * 

 

 

 


